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The wildlands of the Upper
Selway may soon be lost for-
ever. Surveys for logging roads
are in process, and construction
of major access roads is al-
ready under way.

Conservationists must act now
on this critical issue if they are
to prevent logging and intensive
development that would destroy
the wilderness resources of this
unique area -— an area which
from 1936 to 1963 was protected
as part of the national forest
primitive system.

On Jan. 11, 1963, Secretary of
Agriculture Orville Freeman an-
nounced the reclassification of
the Selway-Bitterroot Primitive
Area. Portions of it were desig-
nated as wilderness, but one
large ceniral section — the
230,000 acres of the headwaters
of the Selway River — was
eliminated from such designa-
tion.

Conservationists had asked
that protection of this section
(Area E) as wilderness be con-
tinued. The U.S. Forest Service
justified exclusion of Area E
from protection by. the exist-
ence of the Magruder Road,
which traverses the broad cor-
ridor from east to west.

Values in Area E include wa-
tershed, recreation, wildlife, sci-
entific study, history, and tim-
ber production; their relative
importance is probably in the
order mention.

Many Idaho and out-of-state
hunters enjoy excellent elk hunt-
ing in a wilderness atmosphere
that enhances the sport. Trout
tishing in these virgin wildlands
is also a rewarding experience.
The ldaho Fish and Game De-
partment has spent approx-
imately one million dollars on
the Selway to restore -free pas-
sage of anadromous fish to the
river’s spawning grounds. In a
recent news release the Depart-
ment reports the completion of
the fish tunnel at Selway Falls.
Due to its clear, silt-free water,
the Upper Selway could becoms
one of the most productive
chinnok- and steelhead-spawning
streams.in the nation,. -~

Statements of two scientisty
describe the special attributes of
this area with regard to environ
mental research: Dr. Robert T.-
Orr, associate director of the
California Academy of Sciences,
in writing of the Selway water
shed, says that “It is essem
tially a biological island be
cause of its unglaciated cond#
tion, and as a result possessef-
a relict fauna as regards im
vertebrate organisms.” Dr. Kek
sey Milner of the Rocky Moun
tain Laboratory in Hamilton re
fers to the Upper Selway as 8§
“ ... great biological museum,
the only exhibit of pristing
America in its class, big enough
to include both highlands an{
lowlands and to give nature
rocm {o operate . . .”

The only man-created disturhe |
ances in the area at the time of |
the reclassification and come
pleted to date are & road built
by the CCC, fire lookouts, and
guard and ranger stations. Out
of sight and sound of the road |
ope is in an environment as |
primeval as that encountered |
by missionaries, goldseekers |
and trappers who followed the
historic Southern Nez Perce |
Trail. ‘

i

An account of some of the |
Indian trails in the Upper Sel-
way has recently been prepared
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to one in these same hearings,
they failed to influence the de-
cision,

. Following declassification in
1963, the Forest Service pub-
lished its multiple-use manage-
ment plan for Area E. This in-
cluded camp- and picnic-site de-
roadside, stream-
lakeside viewing
watershed protection;

side, - and’

timber.

. With regard to the last point,
timber values in Area E are
marginal:: Stands are of low
quality and for the most part on
precipitous terrain. The Forest
Service proposes to avoid log-
in the stream-influence
zones, but the costs of any such
special treatment would probe
ably outweigh the economic bers
efits obtained from the timber
itself.

Meanwhile, logging by present
methods in the lose granitic
soils of the region will produce
geographic  disfiguration, in-
crease fluctuation of stream-
flow, and cause erosion and sil-
tation detrimental to the area’s

‘multiple values.

Efforts of the Idaho Fish and
Game Department to restore
salmon - spawning in- the
area will probably be nullified,

 historie trails will be transected -

or obliterated, and much of the
quality recreation potential will
be destroyed by the overuse and
abuse made possible by motor-
ized access..

A 1956 study by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service reveals
that more than 3,000 out-of-
state hunters came into the Sel-
way country and other parts of
the Clearwater Basin for big-
game hunting. More than 90 per
cent of these visitors traveled
over 500 miles to reach the

area, and 70 per cent of them
came from- 1,000 miles. They
averaged 11 hunter-days each on
their trips.

Together with visits by seme
12,500 Idaho hunters, a total of
more than 120,000 hunter-days
was spent. in the Clearwater
Basin, including the Selway Bit-
terroot Primitive Area, in that
one year. Such use has in-
creased tremendously since 1956,
in ratic to the overall expan-
sion of outdoor activities, con-
firming the importance of qual-
ity recreation in the area.

The Save - the - Upper -
Selway Committee has re-
quested congressional action to
prohibit logging in Area E. It
has also asked that wilderness
boundaries be extended and the
present corridor narrowed fo in-
clude only the land immediately
adjacent to the Magruder Road.
" The"portion of Area E north
of the road would thereby be

added to the Selway-Bitterroot
Wilderness and the portion south. .
of the road added to the Salmon™
River Breaks Primitive Area
awaiting reclassification. The
Montana Wilderness Association, =
meeling in Great Falls last De-
cember, adopted a resolution-

with substantially the same con-
tent.

Other conservation groups and.
individuals must urge infroduc-
tion of similar legislation by
their representatives in Con- .
gress. As wilderness, the value
of Area E is immeasurable; as
a multiple-use development site,”""”

its value is questionable.

Congressional action will pro- .
vide opportunity for full review -«
of the issues and values con-
cerned. To save this unique re- ..
source, write your senators and,
representatives immediately, re-
questing them to introduce an
Upper Selway Wilderness Bill.
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