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Missoula, Montana, Sus Mdrning, July 22, 1956
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.Big‘ Sand Lake, 19 miles west of Corvallis, i i

, ] , 18 located f ]
west of the MpntanaJdaho border fairly deep in thgugeﬁvlelaes
Bitter Root Primitive Area, .

3 00t Primif The corpse of 3 sunk
airplane is still visible from shore, at the eastern end SF tfll)g ?2(1)«:?

where two fishermen cracked up while at i
t ¢ 1 C] temptin
this beautiful fishing spot the “easy” (illl)ega% t\OA/aI;.nd o

The Kootenai Lakes, on the Mo
of Stevensvill; and abo

ntana side of the fdahé{, border, are
ut six miles inside the Selway-Bitter B

located about 11 miles west
t Primitive Area.
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PENETRATIONS
OF THE )

SELWAY-BITTER ROOT
PRIMITIVE AREA

» om «a  MONTANA-IDAHO BORDER
ROADS (115 MILES}
AIRFIELDS (FOUR)

’:( HOMESTEADS (NINE)
Y & OTHER PRIVATE. LAND
o
|

. . ORTH
DAMS 127) gt

STALE (FIVE MILES)

Figure out for yourself where the boundary of the Selway-Bitter
Root Primitive Area would have to be pushed back to escape
the penetrations shown above. Of the primitive areas reclassified
in the past the Forest Service has not accepted for wild or

.

eclassification

Editor's note:- The following article,
presenting the varied and numerous
problems confronting wilderness, wild
and primitive areas, was written after
& two-year survey by the author, The
vending reclassification of the Selway=-
Bitter Root Primitive Area to a wilder~
ness area makes it a timely topic, write
ten by an ardent advocate of the cone
servation and preservation of our wile
derness. While fostering the concept of
wilderness areas, he recognizes the mag»
nitude and the logic of the difficulties
they face, the sincere and realistic
views of other Interests.

By TED HEWETT

‘While western Montana sports-
men are busy this summer trying
to find enough time for a trip to
their favorite fishing stream plans
are being made that will affect
the fishing and hunting opportuni-
ties years from now for theip
children and generations to come.

These plans are the studies be-
ing made by the Forest Service
leading to the reclassification of
the Selway-Bitter Root Primitive
Area to a wilderness area.

And, because of so much pene-
tration, the chances are strong
the area will be drastically re-
duced in size when it is reclassi-
fied,

This huge area is the largest of
all primitive, wild, wilderness and
roadless areas with nearly 3,000
square miles. It features fabu-
lous hunting of elk, with one of
the largest elk herds in the coun-
try, and deer, bear, moose and
mountain ‘goat: It’s alpine lakes
and white-water streams offer tre-
mendous native cutthroat fishing.
The area includes most of two
game preserves, the Selway Game
Preserve and the Salmon River
Game Preserve, both on the Ida-
ho side.

Although Missoula residents are
only 13 miles as the crow flies
from the border of the Selway-
Bitter Root Primitive Area most
of ‘them have no idea exactly
what a wilderness, wild, primitive
or roadless area is, let alone their
differences.

The Ovér-AII Concept

To understand the differerices
of these areas one must first know
their over-all concept—which is to
guarantee the preservation of
rough wild land completely in its
natural form, with no encroach-

ments of -modern civilization. To
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(Continued From Feature Page)

Primitive Wilderness F aces Encroachment of Civilizatio
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5 Wi part wilderness and three are
1ab classified as reoadless areas.

ATe The roadless areas are all locat-
tror ed in northern Minnesota in what
era i¢ described as the finest canoe
Jir country in America. They differ

only slightly from the other areas
in that the regulations governing
them are not quite so strict. These
three areas total 814,456 net acres.

Wildérness, wild and primitive

areas total the following net acre- ND
ages by states: Idaho, 3,001,547; JNTE LA
Wyoming, 2,299,132; Montana, 1,

919,787; California, 1,536,652; New 'j MILES)
Mexico, 975,035; Washington, 926,- : ; VE

091; Colorado, 786,033; Oregon,

715,908; Arizona, 674,673; Utah,
214,717, and North Carolina, 7,400,

ey 1§ where the t;gu:
. Trapper Peak, center, fjpp . P yould have -
Nine in Montana Primitive Area, with anrftigSt peak in th ! of tt;

"There are nine wilderness, wild

é s 3 ! e.
1 of 10,131 fe Selﬁ‘ay -Bitter Root  wn 3P0V 1o has
and primitive areas in Montana,

. N . ef. " A TV R

ig shown just to the rig T;.app?r Peak, atnd Slugglrjlléa}l Peak oreeskp 5’5 of prl;'l;z
with the following net acreages: q:r right. o Peak o3 in e
Bob Marshall Wilderness Area,

e e sl
950,000; Gates of the Mountains > % "
Wild Area, 28,562; Absaroka Prim-
itive Area, 64,000; Anaconda-Pint-
lar Primitive Area, 144,940; Bear-
tooth Primitive Area, 230,000; Cabi-
net Mountains Primitive Area, 88,-
940; Mission Mountains Primitive
Area, 73,260; - Selway-Bitter Root

Primitive Area, 291,085, and the| Looking north at mt vapttan Mountain, .) miles west of Darby.
Spanish Peaks Primitive Area, 49,-

This beautiful peak, with an elevation of 9,965 feet, servés as a
000. prominent landmark in the Selway-Bitter Root Primitive Area.

The Selway-Bitter Root Primi-
tive Area lies mostly in Idaho,
with 1,577,010 net acres in that|

state.

- The establishment of these areas
le ! started in the 1930s, when conser-
3.0 vation finally gained a foothold

v in America and‘the public began
peyy realizing immediate steps had to
\mé be taken to stop the wanton de-
n struction of the nation’s natural
resources and places of natural
beauty.

Between 1931 and 1939 the Forest
Service established 73 primitive
areas in the national forests—set
aside to preserve their primitive
conditions, The Selway-Bitter Root
Primitive Area is one of these
areas, established in 1936.

By 1939, however, it was obvi-
ous the primitive area regulations,
1-20, were tod. weak to prevent
penetrations of roads, logging,
mining, airfields and so forth, and
the areas were quickly losing their
natural beauty.

Regulations Changed
The Forest Service then_revoked
the primitive area regulations and

set up the current and more strict
U-1 and U-2 regulations govern-
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