oy Hamilton, Montana
' January 20, 1965

Secrdtary Orville Freeman |

Dept. Of Agriculture
Washington,25,D.C.

Dsar Mr. Freepan,

The feeling of concern about Area E (part of former

Ritteroot Primitive Are 'h de ,ed from protect

in the Wilderness Bill is growing stronger i stro
conservationists and wilderness supporters. Ve k

ohance to have it reclassified lies in your hands.

ing order on further activities in this area would come fro ;
your dept., it would be possible to give more intensive consider-
“ation to this area as to its wilderness value., . .

We urge you to consult with conservation groups and wit
Congressional Delegaticn on this matter. There is some
in the situation as timber sales are being prepared in
Magruder area right now. - ' f

I can speak first handed about this areaﬂaﬁﬁ its merits
erness. As a family we have spent our vacations there fo
of each summer for 13 years, In that lenght of

a fair idea of the area and what 1t has to offer
if that area is dpened up to Mul e use
gaff, Wilderness is & f | thing. The
peautiful Selway Piver lie in th

ered with and is one o




3519 13th St.
Lewiston, Idaho
Jan. 8, 1965
3

poris Nilner, Chairmsn

Save the Selway Committes

Rt. 1 bex 388

Hamilton, Montana

Dear Doriss .
Last night we held a mesting in Iewiston and raised
about $40 whioh will be forw 4 to you to help save
the Selwaye . . .

1 finslly heard from the
plens and am enclosing &

You will note that the anmial owable !

Salway 1s to be tppraxi&x%*ly*iﬁ/sgi on .«
sawaills and parts thereof happens to be my busine
stud mill with only one hesdrig such , 3¢
pandmill will nearly alwa £
per shift 00,00 a

sconomicallye.

or go broke. , s N

with most larger mills, w ‘

7he sllowable out im #ﬁa ppe

mill for only twelve we

Lewiston would gobbls up.

Whatever slse it might ace
Selway wilderness would produse

The Forsst Service claims legging woul 1
is worth a second lo0ok slse, In the 1857-87 w
taken of elk and deor in the Selway drainage.
of 6,774 elk sounted in the ’

This 14 5 >
Elk which could pos
browse in the path
bes proeduced wou. ,
mperature
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- 2300

January 5, 1965

%

Mr, Morton R, Brigham
3519 131h Stroet
Lewiston, Idaho 83501

i}mg Mr, Brigham;
This is in further reply lo your lettsr of December 23;

The Darby, Montana - Elk City, Idaho, road {s an all-purpose road which
recelves a great deal of use by recreationists, hunters, and the general
public, Il .8 also important for providing aecess {or fire cogtrol and aﬁmn*
{stradve purposes. A 6i-mile section of this road located in Montana
and .xtending to the xés Perce Pass on the Idasho-Maontana line is bﬁmﬁ
widened and improved. The reconstruction work includes some reimt&m
to reduce grades, The objective is to provide 3 soafe road with alignment

to permit speeds of 25-35 miles per hour, The existing road was built

in the 1930’s by the CCC's. It has grades of 20 percent and is narrow

and crooked, Each year there are a number of accidents and near mi&s&s. ,
In its present condition it is not a safe read. This work {8 being-done
under a contract to Rhodes-McKay Construction Company, Boise, Idaho, .
at a cost of approximately $350,000, Additional betterment is :;imnaﬁ -
in ih& section fwm Nez Pema Pass m« ﬁm Magm&az Rangar 8&&21:}3; Vel

s%smdarﬁ M this :fmd §s recons
unportant as s jecreation routs,

&&ﬁwmam ?&
able cut will be
vary dependin
mai&&{i on




%
4

2
average stumpage price for both specles was $19,35/M. The value of timber =
to the local economy, of course, is a great deal more than the stumpage !
price, While the road in question is an all-purpose road which will provide
benefits to all classes of users, the stumpage valyes will amortize the
cost of this road in relatively few years., ! \

We are keenly aware of the recreation values in the Selway. A multiple

use plan nas been prepared in which the area is zoned for recreation,
esthetic , and watershed values. Management plans and policies give
special priorities to these values, A Riverbreak Zone extending on either
-gide of the Selway River, a strip which averages one mile in width will

give special constderation to protection of this river face, Timber harvesting
will be mainly confined to the General Forest Zone, Logging should provide
some urgently needed browse and forage for the declining elk herd in the {
area. Big game forage has decreased in the old burns in this area due to

natural plant succession,

Enclosed s a map of the Magruder District which shows the bamdaries
of wilderness and primitive areas as well as other features, 1f you have
other questions, please teel free to write us, .

§incerely yours,

~ Enclosure




koute 1, Box 355
Hanilton, Yontens

‘Senatcr Mike Mensfield
senate Offics Bullding
washington, D.C.

. Desr Senator Mansfield:

At Krs. ¥ilnerts requect, I & offering the
following comue :
Rahm of December 18, 1964, rors partioularly with
rogard to the conatruction »of rords iunto the Hatlonal
¥orests, I wish all my facls were authoxitstivo. It
1s dirficult for a clitizen to obtaln exact inforcation
on this subject, bul wiat I lave to say sccurstoly

reprosents ay proc -nt unaerstending of the situation, .

3If 4t turns out that in s respsct I have been mis~
led, it will be ny plesasard tn spologize So any
offaended parties. ~ o -

sr. Rshm refer to "reconstruction” of 6.5 §ii§s -
.

of rond at & cost of §350,000. Tiis samall sogeont ©
rosd froa Fele's Flst to tho top o Hes ierce ass is
to be almost ontirely now construcbicn, taking & dif-
ferent grade froo the exist ‘ng ronu. Many tines this
lenrth of roand over sizilarly sugped Iy ¥ |
roquired to improve the Darb-~ilk ¢ity road snd to oot
logging truciy into the yuluable stends of timber in
 Atren . The total cost, AL tiousd in one Ligw
would be a severe £hio
which is belng built i
operations and 1o incom

of nilderuess Vi.d3s

Januery 21, 1965 o

ynts on the letter to you from Er, Lesal M,




, ne mﬁzﬁ wwim&y

At yﬁ‘&M&?& % ho i‘*ﬁ@ :
all operating more effici
i’issmma 8 fou yoars apo,

ir ﬁmy xrs g&wm& &I{i w@&

want at public oxpense, the

face up to tho reality

: to mcke thelir livel éwsfis : : :
Forests in this genoral aret. ;
conservation, for the bonefit @i‘ m&%&@i&y &m&
reality mﬁ& be faced at once, oince ths wisdx
pot be found to fuee it at the more ﬁ&,%?&*m&%' ;

several years ago,




then weuld mean dollsrs %& bread to i‘a
commnity. Ve regrot mﬁ% it & ro !
puild roads and cut Lh 305 &
and & wild river.
latter are more eadurins vkw% those that we hove
obligation to precerve for cur posterity, m' 1ly
pow that such totally unspolled sreas ﬁm*a &%&W@ﬁ w
cnly one or two in cur couniry. Joocuse o
sotion - ons that has alroady boes decldet ﬁ@@n nd
f{mplsaontod « can never bs undont, we @m& wkw &mﬁ
wail for long and earpest roconsldes -
matter rathor than rush into tid mir;

cendle arca of patursl beguty with #zmw
equiprment and power lines. Ho roet the

m&mm to oxder a sto the pre

:ar th& gmi.‘&yy \@ ,
' sw&




& long-time lumber

gaditor Mk Manstysle. =
Senate office Dutlatng

 Dear sm‘éa& Mansfield:

During your recent visit to lexico I x L a
communication from your office yvia Mrg., Deliichels, =
which I appreciated very much, However, our problem

still i8 not solved regarding t.se future of the Upper

Selway., As more citizens becoms awars of the offects

that the passage of the Wilderness Bill will have om

this srea, the feellng of protest over the removal of =
this srea from protected status lo increasing. As one e
lumberman put it to me, "They took the pearl out of

the oyster when they took ares E cut of the Selway-

Sitterroot VWilderncss area.” Of course there is fine .

tinber there, but not the best; and arec trees just o

for cutting? What about the millions of other citizeas |

who are in ignorance of vhat is happening to their
birthright? Those trees are thoirs snd yours and mine,
And that area as Wilderness is thelrs ond yours smd
mine, I protest the tyranny of one group sad one

interest (this involves a relatively small group of
loggers snd lumbersen} when the Selway has a potential

for many people now and for all tinme to coae, It this
area {® opensd to harvesting, In 10 yocars or Jess &t 2
will be finished, and then what will the millg do? = -
This is not an arca of rapid growth, Maybe 4in 300 years -
thare will be & regrowth of harvestable timber; amd
you still csn never really replace or grow back a
wilderness, There sre areas in the

vhers timber mansgement can make sustalned cutiing &
reality. Trees do not grow hers at the rate - ,‘,3&’%; ,W

It is true that the :
logging the Upper-
time only. Here 1
letters, one from
Andersen, the other




-

Cur President, in his State-of-tro~Union address to
Congress and the natlom, has strongly dacked the consorve
aticn of whut beauty we have lufves I fesl that we can
demand unsolfishly that rmou vrge the Seorotary of Agris
culture cnd your colleaguet to uave the disposition of
this area reconsidercd, It is truly msgnificent country
that we will be proud to have ssved for others in .
$ta unspoiled state. : ; . '

‘7The recroational need for Wildcruness 1s zc great that
sn arca in the Sierras has alrealy been over-ussd to
the extent that travel ia it muct de restricted. We
" are never likely to have too much Vilderness; a3 e
population grows so does the noed for zuch areas.

I 3o not Teel that the question of how to use tho

Upper Selway 45 & matlier of risrepresentotion by either
side, but 1t is a queation of what 13 the ost important
{n the long run for our ccuntry. We bolleve that oa
honost but unfortunits aistake Las been made 5o the re-
movel of Area £ of the Selway=-iitterrcot wilderpess,

%o hope that the Seorvclary of Agriculiure will issue &
restraining order until further study i8 nade.

Thers §s a ¥ild River bill in the meking and we hops that
this will include the Uppor Selway dralnego. Tois is
the pearest thinz to a really wild river that exists in
our country todey and we believe thal tho sponsors of
the bill will concur in our wish to preserve it as suche

Qur comittes urges you to ;%é*;i‘%‘%% m&* tc the wishes of
conservationists, sportoucn, and wilderness Supporters.
e iivn oAb DE biee

%e hope thet this deen feeling of concern

In additl




