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The author was employed by the U. S. Forest Service

(oS4 ®

from 1969 thru 1373 as a ¥ildermness Fesource Assicstant

It was during this time that as tecame deeply interested in

Hilderness History.

His duty station was the bocse Creek hanger District,

NeépérceJNational Forest located in north central Idaho.

This,unique Fanger District lies entirely within the Nation's
largest classified Wilderness Area, the Selway Bitterroot
Wilderness.

Toda this area provides the visitor with the oppor--
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tunity to re-create in a pristine environment, the experience = =

of ‘our national heritage of wilderness. R

The objectives of this paper are threefold:
, d
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vTofdchmént for pesterity the history of the Selway

i~

Bitterroot Wilderness before ahl ﬁhose Wwho have;first hand

.
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i

early day experilences are gone

s

To provide agency personnel with an accurate historical

,bgnchmark,upon which to‘weigh;futuremmanagementfdecisibns;*»"

To provide the wilderness visitor with historical material

which may. enhance his understanding and enjoyment of this

‘resource.




The author was employed by ihe U. &. Forevst Service
from 1969 thru 1273 ng a Wilderrness Lesource Agsictant.

It Wagfduring this time that ne tecame deeply interested iﬁ
Nildernese History.

His duty statibn was the hocse Creek Langer District,
Neépegée National Forest located in north central Idaho.

This unique EKanger District lies entirely within the Nation's
largest classified Wilderness Area, the Selway Bitterroot
Wilderness,

Today, this area provides the viscitor with the oppor- -
tunity to re-create in a pristine environment, the experience
of our national heritage of wilderness.

The objectives of this paper are threefold:

To document for posterity the history of the Selway
Bitterroot Wilderness bvefore all those who have first hani
early day experiences are gone.

To prévide agency personnel with an accurate historizal
benchmark upon which to weigh future management decisions.

To provide the wilderness visitor with historibal materzal
which may enhance hisg understanding and enjoyment of this

regsource.




INTRODUCTION

The upper Selway ITrailnage comprises the majcrity of
the land area in the Selway Bitterroot Wilderncss. This

designated land area became the largest unit of the "National

,Wilderngss‘Preservation System" on September 3, 1964 when the
88th Congrgés passed the "Wilderness Act."1 It encompasses

_more than 1{25 million acres and is situated between the

 Lochsa River on the north and the Salmon River on the south.

 Boyd Norton describes this country as having extremes in G

tbpdgraphy ranging from around 2,000 feet along the Selway

River td bver 10,000 feet in the Bitterroot Range to the

éaét, ~Viéwihg this vast.expanse of land Norton noted that
ﬁit was (éﬁd is) as wild and unspoiled as when Lewis and
Clark first passed nearby."2

An exfensive archaeological reconnaisance conducted in

1969 indidates permanent human habitation of the upper Selway

Bagin occurred at some time during the past 10,000 years‘j

The Nez Perce Indians used this area for hunting and as a
passageway to the Bitterroot Valley. EHvidence indicates that
early exploration by the fur companies and individual trappers

',rarely pehétrated the Selway Basin.

1

Public Taw 88-577 in U.S. Statutes at Large, 78, 830-96.

2B‘oyd Norton, Snake Wilderness(San Francisco: Sierra Club,

1972.)

3U.S. Forest Service, Magruder Corridor Resource Inventory,
Bitterroot National Forest, 1970.
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The first white men to visit this gencral avea traveled
eithér“to the north or south of the Selway 3rainage. Lewis
and Clark followed the famouc northern Nez Perce youte known
today ao the Lolo Trail. In September 1805% they croused the
Bitterroots and then moved westward along the main ridgeline
immediately north of the Lochsa Rivery.

~‘A?'branc,:lfl of the southern Nez Perce Trail was first
traversed by Reverend Samuel Parker. In 1835, Reveread Parker
~and Marcus Whitman traveled west for the purpose of establish-
ing a Protestant mission. A faveorable response was observed
from a family band of Nez Perce Indians at the Green Fiver
Rendevous. ‘Whitman decided to return East to organize a
larger missionary effort while Parker's decision was to search
out the home country of the Nez Perce for suitable mission
sites. Parker's Journal provides the first written record of
a white man's observations while crossing this ancient route.
Parker traversed the area from what is now Salmqn, Idaho,
northwestward to Lewiston, Idaho.

Parker's travel time was sixteen days compared,to thirtty-
nine days for Lewis and Clark ovei the Lolo Trail. Although
they'traveled the same general terrain at roughly the same time
of year, they encounteréd entirely different weather‘conditions.
Lewis and Clark's Journal rescounts on September 16, 1895, "it

began to snow and continued all day..." The snow covered the

1Merriweather Lewis, History of the Expedition of Cartains
Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1,(Chicago: A.C. lcClurg, GO., 1917.)
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Indian trall go completely that wo were obiiged constantly
4
to nalt and examine, lest we should losc the route,”

No ecnow 1o mentionzd iln Durker's notes irolylug an
Indian;$pmmer,and excellant weather foo travelong., Ancfhar
factor accounting for Iarker's relatively faster trip in noted
September 18th ".,.and being desirous *o expedite my journey
to-some posts of the Hudson Bay Company, I took ten Indians
and went forward, leaving the remainder to follew at their
leisure."2

It is interecting to note that this seasonal lack of
snow caused Parker to underestimate the elevation of these
mountains. "The way bty which I calculated the height of these
mountains is that some are tipped by perpetual snow; and as
elght thousand feet in latitude 42' i the region of perpe-
tual snow, so there can be no doubt, as these do not vary
greatly from each other that they average vix thousand feet.“3
#hen in fact many of the ridges and peaks traversed along the
divide common to the Selway and Salmen rivers exceed 5,000

feet elévation.

"Ivid, p. 479.

2 . . .
“Samuel Parker, Journals of an Pxploring Tour Beyond the
Focky Mountains, Second Td.,(Wach, Andrus and voodrulf, 1842, )

P
-

Ibid, September 21, 1835,




Harold Anderson relocated the route of Parker's tiavel
hut noted tnat the individual campsites were impossible to
iocate. He felt thie difficulty in site relocation was die
in parv-te tne fact that "Parker was 11l and this portion of
hie journals are btrief ana sketchy. It, therefore, required

intimate local knowledge of the country and much time to in-

teipré% the journals to locate his route.1

Trapping played a major role in the early exploration
of the Pacific Northwest. David Thompéon of the Northwest
Company wag at the confluence of the Bitterroot and Clark
Fork Eivers in 1810. The Hudson Bay Company which succeéded
the Northwest Fur Company in 1824 and numerous American

fur companies began at the same time to trap and trade in the‘_»

area. These included the Nissouri Fur Comapny, American Fur
Company, Astor's Pacific Fur Company and the Locky Nountain
Fur Comapny.2 None of the fur COmpany records reported travel
through the Selway or "Coos-Coos-hee" country.3

Kit Carson and other mountain men may Very well have
passed through this country in search of fur, routes of travel

and gold. In a report dated February 2, 1935, Ranger R. C.

'Harold =. Anderson, The Travels of FKeverend Samuel Parker
Over the Southern Nez Perce Trail in 1835 on the Salmon and
Bitterroot Netional Forests. (lypewritten manuscript, January PR
28, 1966.) SR

2Frank Schumaker, History Predating the Bitterroot National
Forest, (Typewritten manuscripi, rough drafl, tebruary 9, 1968.)

¥

3Samuel Parker, September 24, 1835.



Legend hac 15 that 107 Tavien otooied Mere on one of hie
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original hunl-carved "wegoauior Jurder Tienl" Tpie Tiem
recorded kit Carson't rame among many cihers as it served
as-an garly day signntuze poci. A Gescription of Lit Carson's
duel with Shunar at the Creen Tiver H@hdevous lg also
documented in Fevervend Parker's Journal for August, 1835.2

The remote character of the country remained unchanged
at the turn of the century as John B. Leiberg documented.
Leiberg and hie purty completed a reconnaissance of the
newly formed Bitterrcot Foregt Reserve during 189,
Sp ing of the Selway busin he mentions "There arec no do-
mestic animals running at large in the interior of the
reserve, except horses of the change travelez, hunter,
trapper or pros pootnf...“3 Leiberg oomments that from the
earliest of time the Indiane had three tryaile crossing through
this country. Two were main travel routes between the "Plains
of the Colgﬁbia and the lLocky lountain regionse. The third
trail extended eastward to the summit of the Bitterroot

lountains and was used principally as a hunting trail. Its

1 . .
Frank Schumaker, Februsry 9, 1968,

2 v i
Samuel Parker, August 1935,

3 ‘
“John B. Leiberg, The Bitterroot Forest e lneteenth

g I
Annual Report, U.S. Ceological Survey Part No. 5, ;598.
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cource was alceng the crest o Schca-Solway divide, and as

it ran througn the heart of the game region in the Cle arwater

4

basing must have been very cly traveled,"

Vliuabetu PLotle on, a Yez Pereso Indian woman born in
1881, remembers traveling as a child into the Selway Basin
country during the cummer mont‘s. She noted that their
ancestors "Camped at Moose Creek full summer drying meat
and chinook salmon as they came up to heads of the rivers in
August to spawn."?

Elsewhere Lelberg references these trails as being "the
three trails extending throught the reserve" and that they
were laid out with their course coinciding "as nearly as
poss lble with the crest of the prlmary ridges, ...the canyons
being utterly impassable." X

Leiberg encountered some frustrations while mapping the
Forest Reserve. Cne such incident occurred while he was on
the summit of a prominent peak. He found it impossible to
trace the course of a canycn or a spur but for a short
distance even though he had an unobstructed panoramic view
for many miles. "The curving TS windings, ascents, and des~
cents. are incessant and confusing, and in every case only
actual travel can determine the precise point at which any

particular canyon or spur originates or ends.”4

"Ibid. p. 386.

‘“llzabeth . Wilson, letter to lrs. Mary Ellen Ackerman,
June 4, 1970,

3Leiberg, p. 319, .

“Ivid, p. 318.




The report adresses the guestion of agriocultural
potential within the heserve say.ng that land it fof culti-~
vation was limited and the acreages would be small. Leiberg
referenced this area of the Heserve sepcifically stating "The
canyon~like formation of the lower portion of the Lochsa and
the entire Selway and Salmon river valleys precludes the exis-
tence of any considerable tract of arable bottom lande along
these stre.ams."1 He continued that the cultivation elsewheré
was out of the gyuestion because of the steep hillsides,
altitude, and that all of the higher areas were adversely
affected by the length of growing season or existing marsa
conditions.

According to Leiberg's map,2 trail access to the upper
Selway country shows the Scuthern Nez Perce Trail, a trail
down Bear Creek and MNoose Creel, a traill joining the last two
trails and continuing up the Selway kiver about five miles
above the confluence of what is now called Lunning Creek. It
is a good twenty miles on up the trailless Selway to tie in
with the Southern Nez Perce Trail.

There was no trail access from this portion of the
Selway Basin westward, nor did a trail exict down the rugged
Selway Canyon from the pfesent lloose Creek Ranger Station site.
There is a possibility that a spur indian trail, not located

on the map, existed branching northward from the Nez Perce

Ibid., p. 325.

2Leiberg, Bitterroot Forest Eeserve Land Classification

Map, 1898.
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de can only suppoce who the fLrst‘z 2latively vermanent
resident in the upper Selway countr Yy owze.  Tresent information
indicates it might be a togs-up between Tom running and
William M. Wyiie, both of whom are said to have entered the
country in the late 1890's.

All of the information sources but one say both men
were trappers. A Mr. Burke and a Nr. ?orter, both from
Elk City, Idaho remembered "W¥illiam Yylie, who prospected
through this part of the countzy”1 referring to the area
surroundihg the peak now bearing ¥Fylie's name. They also
stated that Wylie "marked out first trail in the country

about 1900, "2

For these individuale to have remembered Wylie
implies that he must have obtained supvlies or at least done
some trading in and around Rlk City. This was the nearess
settlement to the west and at that time a very active mining
center.

Jease McPherson, when asked about Tom Funning's activities
in the upper Selway, recalled that‘ Running Creek was named

afterr"Tom Running, who homesteaded in 1898 near the mouth of

this creek."3 McPherson went on to say that in 1904 Running

1H W. Higgins, Origin of Geographic Placc Names - Nez
Perce National Fores®, AUtTHOTrity: k. Burke and 0.1: Porter,
ETK City, 1daho.

)
“Ibid.

3George Case, Origin of Ceographic Place Names - Bitter-
root National Forest, Authorlty Jesse MePherson, NMarch 2¢<,

1937.

\O
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,lost_his eyesight and was influenced by friends to give up
hie homestead for the better care that would be available if
he moved nearer civiliza‘tion.1

':iRunning did not give up the idea of homesteading. in
1910 he wrote a letter to the Bitterroot Forest Supervisor
contesting a mineral claim on a parcel of land which he
wisﬁed~to‘homestead. This claim was located in the upper
Bittefroot Valley at the mouth of Overwhich Creek. A mineral
examination was scheduled by the Supervisor to settle this dig-
pute and in November of 1911 mineral examiner C. A, McElroy
" noted thatv"there seems to be a well laid out scheme on the
- part of the Claiment to win out in a contest between @im and
the agricultured Claiment Thomas Runnihg, who by the way is

totally blind,"?

Tom hunning fulfilled his ambition of land
ownership. In 1916 the U.S. Commissioner denied mineral
patent and the land was patented as a homestead.3

It is not known what percentage of the time Running
spent at his Running Creek Cabin or in the surrounding high
country trapping. He is thought to have built a cabin at

the head of Long Prairie Creek. The remains of a cabin are

at this location. Its construction is similar to mény other

1McPherson's use of the term homestead should nct be
interpreted as a legal homestead since the Forest Homestead
Act (34 STAT.233) was not passed until June 11, 1306.

20.,A. MeElroy, Mineral Examiner, (Pencil draft of mineral
examination report, Bitterroot National Porest Files, Hamilton,
Montana.)

’3Frank Schumaker, Bitterroot Forest History, (rough dra’t,
November 18, 1968, p. 25.)




trapper cabins scalterci throughour the wilderneru., (Dlate .
In 1304 ﬁunning pullel up otakes, leaving the aild Selway
country for the Biltterroot Valley. Three years luter the next
resident made his uppesrance.,

Jesse NcePherson recollected that kartin Moe, a trapper,
"settled on the Running Creek Fanch at the mouth of kunning
Creek in 1907 and trapped in the Bear Creek Country the following
three winters."1 kay R®. Fitting, FEanger on the Bear Creek
District until November 1917, noted that Koe's residence at
Punning Creek was "more or less indefinite."z

An incident which may help to explain some.of the later
actions of Martin Moe occurred during his tenure on the upper
Selway. However there is disputed evidence as to the date of
occurrance, Phil Shearer's reccllections of the event were
recorded by Ranger George Case while compiling the origin of
names for Archer Mountain and Archer Point.

A young fellow named George Archer was Noe's trapping
partner during the wintexr of 1908 - 09. Archer‘Was running
the trapline in January of 1909, possibly returaing Trom the
cabin at the head of Long Prairze Creek when he failed to chow
up.. Archer's dog came to loe's camp during a raging blizzard
and spent the night whinning. ZSarly the next morning lMoe tried
to backtrack and locate Archer, but failed. He then headed

down the Selway seven miles to enlist the aid of Phil Shearer 7

1Ceorge Case, lMarch 24, 1937.

?Ray K. Fitting, Forest Ranger, Letter to District

Forester, liissoula, lontana, Cctober 15, 1918. .
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and Hen:ry Pettibone. PBoth Shearer and Pettibone built cabing

i)
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near tne mouthe of L1k Creex and Ditot
later filed for ceparate homesteads.
The thrcesome continued seazrching for Arciier until new

s. [oe departed the Sel-

[}

snowfall made further effort% asele
way for the Ritterrcot Valley after the fruitless search and
"hisc_appearance without his partner excited suspicion." Moe
was held in jail until spring when his story was checkedﬁ
Z.d/b/'/m/ ; W FE

Later the following summey "Sssssswman Blake's oW WAS Dicking
huckleberries along Running Creek and her son was wandering
along the creek banks when he found some bones." Ensuing
investigation confirmed that Blake's son had in fact found
the remains of George Archer. During the investigation all
evidence pointed toward Archer possibly picking the WY ong
spur ridge in the blizzard., "...he had run o er a bluff on
his skis and hung up. He had fired all of the shells from
his gun before dyingn"1

Archer's grave is located about one mile up Funning Creek
from its confluence with the Selway. DlNrs. Alvin Renchaw
remembers the epitaph on his tombstone saying "Look before

you‘leap.'b'2

oid.

2Mary Fllen Ackerman, personal interview with Mrs. Alvin
Renshaw. '
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Henry Pettitone fent a diary, In hig atsegow whoover

N

£ 4

remained 2l trhe Tottibone Fomee bead manggel a laily entry,

s +
Lnile
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LAYy waLchocovers tne period from Cetono: 1513 through

L

Ap11177916 provides ue with much insight as ‘o hnow these
earlyvéettlers lived and in one instance suggests g conflicting'
date of Archer's disappearance,

The first entry mentioning "lart" was October 21, 1913
with the note that "Phil and Nart g0t here from Montana."
That Martin Mce was a trapper is made cleaf by the entry for
January 13, 1914, '"kKart got back from trapline, chased a
couger and liad out all night--did not get anything.” On

the 28th of April 1914 the entry "Mart went to work on trail w@

up Ditch Creek," Through the months of May and June there
continue fo be entries of Fhil and Mart working on trail. No
mention is made in either the Forest Service recbrds or Petti~
bone's diary as to whether this trail work was an ihdependent

[4

effort or whether tie; were in fapt working for the Foressy

~

Service as their time permitted. The entry on June 24th reads

"Weholt drifted in." and the next day's notation "Weholt

went up to end of trail, it was 0 K and he left for hooskia.“1
glves strbng support to the supposition that it was a Forest
Service trail for at that time Adolph Weholf was'imployed as
an Assistant Forest Ranger.
b
,1Henry Pettibone, Diary, October 1913 through April 1916,

-
Quoted by permission of Nrs. Alvin Renshaw, Kooskia, Idahc.



Pettibone's diary also provides ue the opportunity to sense
the ctrong feeling of independence *that all of there ploneers
had., It is aleo evident that comradship and the attitude that
"1f 1t needs %o be done, lets pitch in and de it" prevéiled.
For ingfance on kay 15ta, 1914, the day after they came down
from working on the Ditoh Creek Trail this entry is found,

"We piled logs in the forenocon. MNart and Phil staid and we
planted 62 hills of cabage. Eained hard after diner,

Open sac flour."1 The next Jday Phil Shearer and lart went up
river to their homes.,

Forest fires were ever present then as they are today.
August 31, 1974 - "llore fires broke out today." and the |
following day, the first of September, "Phil and Mart came
here and shod their horses. All the Bear Creek fire fighters

went to the fires." September 2nd, "Phil and Mart left for

no

the lookout stations." Fires were again mentioned in the
diary for the summer of 1915,

Pettibone's place seemed to be the gathering together
spot on the upper Selway especially at Christmas as this entry
of December 25, 1914 describes. "We got Xmas diner. Phil,
Hamersly, and Mart came here. We had rost chicken and dressing,
lemon and. strawberry pie, sponge cake, mashed potatoes and gravy;

tomato pickles, dried stewed rubarb, strawberry preserves, good

"Ibid.

°Ibia.




old corn whigkey and [ & & clgers.  Clouwldy day, cnowed in
the evening a little (17 avove. " Thil o snd Fart WeIT'Q Men-

tiloned at all three Chrictmaces decumented.  VYettibone's eabin

(8

was probably_used vecause 1t thne largest on the Selway.

An entry on Oétober 27, 115, "Archer came here. Nice
day." raises a question, Phil Shearer stated the Archer died
in- 1909, Is it posseible that Shearer may have mictaken the
date: in recalling the Archer event some twenty years later in
1937 for Ranger Case? kverything but.the year coincides. The
following entries from Pettibone's diaryccrroborate what Shearer
remembered about the heavy snowfall after Archev's disappearance.
February 3, 1916, "Fart and Phil came from his place, had been
looking for Archer, dident find him. Nice day in the fore noon,
snowed a little after diner '8 above." February 4th,
"Mart went to Phil§ place... Stormy day, 30 in of snow
4 above." TFebruary 5th, "Vart came here from Phils...
Snowey day 20 above opened sac flour." The 6th, "Paul and
lMart went home. Soft cloudy day 24 above, 35 in. new snow.“2
Although Shearer indicated that both he and Pettibone helped
lloe search for Archer, it is interesting that Pettibone never
mentions it.

There are numerous mentions of Nart traveling the Selway
stopping at both Phil Shearer's place and at Pettibones',

There i1s little doubt that ¥oe must have been searching, hoping

~to find Archer, for a person does not make socisal calls in 35

JIbid‘

2N
Ibid.
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inches of reow snow covering jmatunées exceeding coven miles

one wdy. dazly notes in Pettlibone's diary on the deather,
indicated that for the following 20 duye tne scather continucd
stormy-with one to two inches of snow per day anua on the days

it wac not snowing it was raining. On the seventh of farch,

a month after the firet menticn of Archer being lost Phil and
Mart Ieft Pettibone's place for W1k City, Idaho., #hat was the
purpose of the trip other than for normal winter mail? Possibly
they went to report the Archer inoident.7 Was he imprisoned

at Elk City at this time rather than in the Bitterroot Vélley

ags Shearer remembered?

April 1, 1816, "lMart got here at supertime from 21k City."
It must be remembered that round mid-April, the highest average
snowpack occurs azleong the meuntain ridges and passes. Noe had
to travel with snow often exceeling a depth of ten feet.3

It is not known whether Noe used skis or showshocs in his
winter travel. The latt er usually reguired more physical
effort. At any rate the shortest one way distance from
Pettibone's’to =lk City would be around forty-five miles.

croscing some extremely rough and hazardous terrain.4

1Author has not yet checked Idaho County Coroner's Records.
5
"Henry Pettibone, Diary.

3 . . . , |

“U.S. Forest Service, Handbook, Water Resource Data, Nev ¥
Perce National Forest. Area Average Snow Jepth and Water
Eguivalent Data Table, 1973.

4mhe author made two extended crouucount;y skl trips while
employed by the Forest Service, licose Creek EKanger District,
which 1s located entirely within the Selway-Bitterroot Wilder-
ness. Though the purposc of the trips differed {rom Moe's
(snow survey vs. travel) similar terrian was covered. Thece
trips requlved a great deal of anSLOal effort and skill even

with today's modern equipment.

i, . SR



”hero were five othner eniries concerning Mart for the
menth of A;zll 1916 und they 2ll mentioned another person
golng or comlng wilh nim. This 1§ somewha’t unusual since
before the Arcner inc.dent, loe usually traveled by himself,
It is posscible his oompanions were trying to console him.

The last entry in Pettibone's diary was April 30th. The last
statement on this date was "Andy and ¥art came here from

;
Carrion Creek. Nice suny day."

Jesse McPherson remembered that around three years after

Moe inhabited his cabin at Funning Creek (1907) “His mind became

deranged and he was taken to the asylum at Crofino, Idaho."2

William Bell, Forest CGuard on the Bear Creek District, inocluded “M@M
this account of loe's mental condition in his homestead exami-
nation of September 21, 1918, M"Approximately two years ago

the man was declared insane and committed to the Insane Asylum

and was later released, but has been in a poor state of health

ever since and wanders over the country trapping and working

n3

and returns tc the claim only occasionally. hePhpvson
placed Koe in the asylum in 1970 while Bell indicates this
occurred in 1916, In either instance this would seen to have

occurred shortly after Archer's disappearance.

1Henry Pettibone, Diary.

9]

“George Case, larch 24, 2937. R
3Report on Homestead Entx y Survey, No. 453, Claim examined

by William Bell, Forest Guard, September 21, 1918 De 3.)



plication for nomocten in 1910, “heye ran
be no gquestion that the cxaminat.on of the oo homestead claim
was indeed an administrative heaiache.,  Dpe Selany Yorest
headqugrte:g were jlocated at kooskia, Idaho. A trip to the
claim entailed covering fourteen milec by wagon road and
eighty-five miles by trail. ‘illiam Bell, after cdmpleting
his field examination of Noe's hoemstead claim, noted that
"the trail to the claim had become practically impassable, due
to windfalls, and visitors to that section of the country are
very few."7

A letter from Supervisor Howell dated QOctober 5, 1918
reflects the problems. "The Shearer case can probably be
handled without serious delay, but the YNoe case will be’
difficult, due to the fact that there is no cultivation and
the man is practically insane."2

kanger Fitting wrote that from all indicationé Ioe did
little to improve his living quarters into any kind of a
"desirable or permanetn [Sic] home"> but used an old trapper's
cabin that was existant for some years before Noe made appli-
cation for homestead. This‘cabin is assumed to be the cabin
that Tom Running built in 1898 or '99. Forest Guard Bell

appraised the cabin as being worth about fifty dollars,

1Report on Homestead Entry Survey, September 21, 1918,

2Chas. F. Howell, Forest Supervisor, letter to District
Forester, Nissoula, Nontana, October 5, 1918,

‘Ray Fitting, October 15, 1918.
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concinting of & log iwell.ng, shade roof and 1 dirt floor
aving but one door, one window and measuring fcurteen feet
eet. Bell went on *%c say ithat the cabin was in

a poor svate of repalr but that it wac habitable in all seasons.?

1918. The Legister in tne Lewiston, I[daho Land Office in-
formed the Selway National Forest Supervisor that "...the
claimant in this case has never filed his clitizenship papefs
and has practically informed the Lewiston Office that they

will not be filed. The final action upon this claim is, I
2 ‘, o,

therefore, indefinitely delayed..."
foe answered a request from the Forest Superviser for

information and intent as to the Lunning Creek Homestead in

a letter dated October 21, ?9?8.3 He recalled that he moved

on the claim in the latter part of July in 1908. "From that

time on I made it my residence continually until 1916 with

the exceptional times when packing in supplies, which would

be about two months each yecar." Time away from the claim for

the year 1974 amounted to about three months while making trail

up Ditch Creek, and five months during 1915 "making trail and

fighting fire." Other periods away from the claim were spent

going for mail. "This is as near as I can explain as I have

no time books.f’4

1Eeport on Honestead Lntry Survey, September 21, 191¢.

2C.F. Howell, Forest Supervisor, Letter to District
Forester, Nissoula, Montana, October 17, 1918.

3Moe's letter to Forest Supervisor Howell i1s the only v.ece
of correspondence found to date by which fo judge the claiment
by his own hand. ,

“lartin R. lioe, letter to Charles Howell, Forest Superv.sor,
Selway National Forest, Cectober 21, 1918,
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registered mail dated July C,>?378 that proef haa been rejected
by fhe Land Cffice. Iloe wrote thast "I notified *he U. S. Land
Office that I would take no further steps acquiring the home-
stead or take any further steps in becoming a citizen c£o there-
fore I will relinguish entirely.”1

The question of why Kartin Koe decided not %o carry
through td‘patent hig claim on the RHunning Creek homestead must
have bothered some people in the Forest Service. There was
quite a flurry of correcpondence after receipt of Moe's letter.
At this point it must be remembered that we are looking at the
dates the correspondence was was written and attempting to
place 1it.in a chronclogical order knowing nothing about mail
delivery and work schedules.

A letter from the Selway Forest Supervisor's office, daied
November 4, 1918, signed by Adolph Weholt noted "There is
nothing on file in this office to indicate that proof of above
designated case has been suspended by this office awalting the
claimant's citizenship, not that the proof was rejected by this
office at any time. The statement made my Nr. lMoe in this
reguard must be in error. It appears that no action has been

o]
taken by this office to cancel entry."c

"Ibia.

2Adolph Weholt, ACting Iorest Supervisor, Letter to
District Forester, HMissouls, liontana, November 4, 1918,



This case wao reviewed and a memorandum dated Hovember
14, 1818 hotei that Toe appeared to have met tne necesesary
residence and cultivabion requivements. “his review further
pointed out *that the claiment might requect action Eased on
facts showing excuceasble mrounds, during the period of entry,
for not tecoming a citizen. The recommendation made to the
Districet Forester was to send a no-protest letter to the
Registrar and Feceiver, "The Land Office will undoubtédly
pass on the qualifications of the entxyman."1

The following day P. J. C'Brien wrote a letter to the
Land Office stating that "The Forest will enter no protest
against the issuance of patent for the land under considera-
tion and any action taken by your office to require the
entryman to complete his naturalization prior to the issuance
of patent, to him, for the tract will be satisfactory to the
Forest Service."2 A letter of the same date was forwarded
to Martin Moe informing him of aciions taken.

A subsequent request'for information regarding the date
of patent or cause for delay was written by O0'Brien on October
28, 1919.3 ‘The Land Law Clerk's reply, dated January 3,

1920 stated "on July 5, 1918 the final proof submitted by

1P.J. O'Brien, Acting District Forester, Nemorandum for
District Forester, November 14, 1918,

2P.J. O'Brien, Acting District Forecter, Letter to
kegister and Receiver, United States Land Office, Lewiston,
Idaho, November 15, 1918,

3P.J. 0'Prien, MNemorandum to Land Office, Lewiston, Idaho,
October 28, 1513,
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entryman was rejected by the Ceneral Tand Office hecauce
he was ndf a citizen of the United 3tates. No further action
has been tak&n."1

Information found to date indicates that
did not attempt to become a‘naturalized citizen thus
forfeiting his legal right to the kunning Creek ¢laim. Nor
is there any evidence indicating that the Land Office carried
on any‘further correspondence with lMoe informing him of his
rightvﬁo fedress. |

Thé last known information about Moe is found in a
letter written November 12, 1918 by Forest Fanger lcCGregor
at Stevensville, Montana. He states that Moe had spent most
of his time since leaving his claim in July 1916 in MNontana.
"Mr. Moe is now employed as a lumber jack at Storrs Mill on
Carlton Creek."2 Carl ‘ton Creek originates in the Bitterroot

Range and is located about six miles south of Lolo, Nontana.

'J.E.B., Chief of Status, Status Report reply to Forest
Service, Missoula lontana, January 3, 1920.

“Donald B. VeGregor, Torest Ranger, letter to Forest
- Supervisor, Bitterroot National TForest, Missoula, Montana,
November, 12, 1918,
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