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'In'ar&,e? to sum up the fiyve situnation on the Selway
Ea*&isﬁal?emst it is necessary to review the past fowr years to
-3 umma extent, since mah of the past four years, 1915 o 1919
inclusive, have heen move o laas sovere Tirye comsons. |

While the meamon of 1916 was net & severs firs messon on
other Forests and -bﬁere wes e cézﬁaiM&e wwiﬁim&im through~
ont ‘&tw sountyy theve wan & mip along the wpper &elmy Rﬁmr
extending fros Moore Creek o Rumning Creek that was not visited
with precipitation from June %o Augusb, several smll fires Etart-
ed along the rivez- end it was necsssary %o employ abwﬁ 18@ men

~ from Darby %o hemdle the sitnation. & hsm‘y rain eerly in August
zelieved the situatien, |
| The season of 1917 was somevwhat amm with the ex-
aay’kim that the entire Farest was a&‘fec%ﬂ., From July 1B $0
%mambw 1B *mwe was very little precipitation, and 25 & resul
we had ﬁw vexy stubborn fires, -~ths Flish Creek, Fish Butle,
Throe Lm %alwa‘aer snd Shearer Peak. The argwisatian"m in
place whm the firxst firze sterfed by the %me Link fir& amm
early m Mw before the pattelm were in ylaae. Ewaver, i%
mﬁwma mtim@@argw wxm‘auad by man power.
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| The other four were the result cf the ineffisiency
am! ﬁ.iahamaw of y&tmlmaa wzm hael a decided tendensy joward
I. ﬁ'a. s taetina, in i'aa‘b i% ma m’hsaaﬁmﬂy proven that
Pe W Flgley, who m largely responsible for the Figh Ursek
and Pigh Ba%e Firaa gething ‘bayemﬁ. wxx’aarel, wes & mhw a:f

that wga.nismw:aa %a Figh Oreek fire was controlled by |
patural miem, bud the Pish Bubte and ths Goplweder £ives
© Wers never o m@ramaa until fau raing extinguished them.

The senmon of 1918 ayme& wﬁk & layze mumber of

gmell f£ires o June 1B, befows any of tha :wmﬁ.mﬁien was
in plaea, of wz foh the Rooky Ridge, Gedney Creek, Sastle Eﬁtﬁé
Mnaé.fm Greek, Pire Gmak, m&a Oreosk and twe firw along the
&aﬁ.way River, were tha most Wbieaam. Sevexal faohors .
entered inte the situation “ehm aax‘iwaly hampered the egaraw
tions npen al:i af ﬂwaa ﬁwm First patrolmen eould notd be
sesured ﬁmm w zomreo, &m %0 the faet thet pmﬁew sl
loesl men mm*imly asa&. for this work were i%i the arymy w
gubjeet o dwaft snd ocould nat be vmeﬁ and we were i’az‘w& ‘o
wbilize old ok, boye and men selected from the £ive oxews,
which m most every case wers I. W Wes snd ww for the mrk.
mar the fires could not be @mww.ea By local men. ﬁh&mﬁ%
were ma&e from Spokene, with the rasult that the crews were
pmetimu.y 81l I. W. Wes or thelr sympathizers, The taciice
followaed by these men wézfe very &s:g«ers.&.izmg and “eonsigbg& of
their quitting the work at the very moment whan'tha‘ﬁgg was



about o be placed under control. Thwee aifferent tmé the
%ﬁmy amek ﬁre wa.g m«m#zieam.méw amirel and 8% #hée
_ysychalﬁgiml moment from & to 1B would leave the esmp on
gone *krivial m»mm and the work would be le gb, On the
Three Devils fire the seme eméﬁima prevailed until svery
amimm nay wé,s Maehargeé. from the 1ine end méal men were
aem&raé when the fire was guickly contwolled. ,
" %ﬂ .‘&‘im Oresk fLire was m&ma entively by spak:aw
mm m& bmaé. gmaamlly and efﬁeienﬂy wndil exbinguished
by heavy rains on July B3 %o 26, m m@ﬁeﬁa@ gelined that -
seeson was right on $he ground sud by personsl omtact with
these orews siunce I pereonally visited most of thewe five
cnmps snd waim‘k Distriet 3areMer, @lenn A, Smith, hendled
~ the Keoskia office during wy absence. As a rasult of this
oxperiense I found that unless men shipped in from Spoksne
- puéd meny e‘&};ﬁ‘x points were given ;mwa houxs then they worked,
fumnished trensportetion whenever the decided to leave $he
work vegardless of the fect het their servieces were badly
nesded, allowed to do pretiy much as they pleased end ome of
'aheir own gang was plsced in ehmrge of them, they w_eum refuse
%o work end would o everything in theiz power §0 infure the
administration of the Fores’ ani me pevsonally. Howsver, I
sbaolutely refused to allow the Forest Sexvice to be defranded
in any such mevmer regaSdless of the omsmsequences o nyself
gy the mdministestion. Every man refusink %o 4o his work




vwas immediately discharged. Eé% one man not known ta be ?en 

k”e@ﬁzy'faveraklesaaé of whieh there was apy qaeatiqa as 1) .
his loyelty was permitbed to have clerge of s bunch of men

, whara I comld prevent i%. |

| While this policy csmsed oonsiderable usaaﬁsfaa«'

| %iaa snong the Is We We aléman% snd rendored me Very umpopu-
lar with- them, I sbill meintain ‘%wa‘k it was the x*igm snd only

“ policy and 1f pwaiz@aﬂ in will bring rémﬂ.%a

Aﬁ 8 result of the experience gained énxiag the

ﬁaaamaa.lﬁzﬁ, 1917 and 1918, a1l of which were yeliavaa.hy
rain os¥ly in the game, the following decision was reachsd:

“ 1¢ fipet clmss locsl mem éaa be obtainved, pwa@ﬁiaally

"any fire can be controlled if it is veached befors 1t aovers

more than 500 adrss snd wes ther condibions are not abmormsl.
‘@ha% men belonging to ﬁha I, o ¥« orgsnization waa.thatr

| aymyaﬁhizera, v ich elemend composes fhe larger part of ell

‘arews ahi@yaﬁ from 3yakana and. other oities for five fighting

 yarpeaaa BYa abankataly useless for that yarg@aa anﬁ are g
uaai&aa sxpense o the Fersst Serviee anﬂ the @ov&rnmanﬁ in
generel.

With the bast &x@awiaaﬁa‘well 1n mind, yreyar&tiana
for the Beason of 1919 were started as soon as the bnstaasa
‘fer 1918 wag ologed. Hlsborate fire plans wers arranged. The
persenael of all grews snd patrolmen were Belescbed with care

and carefal esnsiéeratian mmd all maiﬁteaansa and pra%eatisn



work were started at the carliest poesible date thet olimatle
‘sonditions would permit. The maimmanea work was started
aleng the river at lsw al’zi‘mae and ;eus}m& into the high
mountaing as yepldly as the snow aisappaama and woe eould geb
#here. Rvery Pool cache amd lookoud point was made ready ag
poon as it oould e reashed, While we m not anticipate 8
bad fire gesson we had decided %o take no chmnces and be eeught
a5 wo were %he "ysarhéfam. ' The patrolmen Wmall selected
end either in their places or on improvement Wwork where Tunds
were not svailable from the patrol allotment by Jume 15. :;my
were en waallem Body of men and when the feot that @’aam were
over sevemty ef them 18 sonsléered snd that mly approxin ‘-ka:,y
four were found wnfit for the work the efﬁaim&y of the or= .
ganizabion cannet he qmsﬂmﬁ* on Jume 19 & thunderstorm
visied the Forest and sbarted l& fives 81l of which were
extinguished by the regular wégéﬁi#aﬁm exeept one losated on
Running Oreek, which in the most inaccessible part of the Selwsy
Forest. The services of every man on the Bear érmk Digtrist
were utilized to handle thres fires which were sed near Raxming
Oraeek on the Sei.wa;r B.iveg:jﬁggmg thair a.‘bsema anothexr firve
started on Bear Creek near the mouth of Cub Cresk avi we &ecided
0 order fira fighters from the Bitter Root Valley. Twenty-five
men wors sent from Mismouls vie, Gome apd Ranger Deven whe was
on the Upper Selway in the Hesmpevoe Division of the Bitterroot
Fores$ ocamm o .our assistance on the fizs on Rumring Oreek with




18 men. Additional men for this fire wers ordered frem
Missoula. The fire on Bear Ureak which wee kuown 88 the Gu%z
Uresk fire was e?eni:ually aan“«r@b&e& bul not undil ay;aroxi~
mately 50 men were emplm& upon it.

James Glrard was semt in from the Missouls office
ma Wek charge of the Running ﬂma}n Pive and it awempeﬁ
Yhat the laat men wouk in weze uhara;ly eprinkled with agi~
. 'i}a%z'a ead m&e&mma charasters. When 'bhe firs was mmtia*-
guy wder eonbrol ﬁmy deranied 14 hour PaY ftm 12 hours work,
snd vhen refused lelt the work and the Tire was aaweqamtly
geattered by winds end resulted in one of the mosb éaatrmﬁw
Pives thet ever v:isi‘ke& the Selway Porest, As soon sz we de-
Hermined that the ﬂra could not be centrolled, sll men woze
withivewn and used to provect the Bear Creok watershed and
the m&ian Leke &amﬁmy whick carries & R&rge ’naéy of mz&«‘
ehaniable *kimham The contrel of the Gub Oresk five end the
Rmaning Oresk fire along Pavedise Qresk amply Sustifiesd sll
expaditures mede in the Besr Oreck District, since there ig
| apmirxia*&ely ;25@,@43@, 000 fast of meyohanteble timber on the
Bear Greek wghershed slone. |

The m@a soourring in June were sll exbinguished
and no other £ires ooccurrsd on the other porkion of the Porsst
watil &Z.y 15, The orpanizedion wes in plase and was supple-
mented by improvement snd maiwtsnamwe orews in sareral places
and Wes in first oluse working order. On thet date s severs
slectric sbtorm passed over the wes‘ke?a portion of the Forest,




mzmng seven ﬂres in the iﬁ.&éla Em'k mmm near Bizaem.ek
Metdow, One near Indlem Posh office in the Fish Leks Disbrics -
end three on. Fire Gresk, Spiit ﬁraak in the ﬁw:.watar :aw%ria%
 snd three meay Anderson Bubte in the %ﬁea&w Qresk Di mmm

%sa £4 yeu near Bim%nk Meadows wam in s mwny -&imhem& end

| "vm rough eowntry and @ comntry with an mse@ﬁingly heavy
growth of wnderbrash. On Fish Butbe within thres miles of ths
territory. was & lookowh ani two smoke okmsers. LAt Canyon Oreek,
‘within 1% miles, wes the District Rengew, %we mmoke ehasorm and
wix imavm% men. At Pate King Shation mm iy miaia waw

. am gmoke ﬁhamg Pagt merimﬁ had aemmmtw%m 'éim aazm~
oulty of fire omizol in that territory. These 2ives seenrred
abous B P M and the me on Fish Butbe, 8% Canyon Ureec snd Psto
Xind were ‘ordered %o them as gulekly as mea&ms. Five of them
were gaiekly em:’mgaiahw but tm on the Maaza slapes‘m ﬂm
i&ekﬁa River were not icsated for two or three &a;ya. @i ag

| maalz spread replaly,

| Diveetly opposite these fires on the other eide of the
Loghss River and on Fire anmd Split Ureeks two more fires soeurrved.
he mmoke ohaser a% Coslwsbar was oxdared owt and six mem lo-
cated at Louse lake on improvemsnt work waré Bent £8 #0on 88 they
eorld We sommmmnicated with, The £ive on Epiis Creck aevmé. 25
asres when renohed by the ﬂaa&m‘hw smoke chaser and the fire in
Fire Oreck was aprroximately the same sime whem reached by the
imge ovement men, On July 15 men were waaréﬁ from Lewiston Lor



Eimmmak Hemwa and awam}. :weal men wore mecured for the
Fﬁ.rﬁ Graek firm m £4 re bﬁlﬁ? B:imrmk ng @m |
ayymﬂ'&el; :Lﬂﬁ aores when ﬁka “fen men waema trom lowis-
on arvived, Ou iy 17, 28 men '@'ew sz»&ws& fa*em WMa
ol fm $he pame date e high wird sroce opd seatiered m mm
erwk Pire over approxivately 10,0 s.wea driving 21 mem .
evway frem L% m& 0 gafe pinces. On duly 18, B2 men nyrived
. from Spolane Por the Bimmerick K@aéw Flre and wx’e et $e
Pate Zind shation en moute 40 the ”im.s At "'ha%z p@int they
Aomend ed, 1& hz;mﬁ ray for 12 houwe werk 62 when z‘&f’m&& L
turnod to Xosskla, with the exceptlon of fowr mem, maatisws}
211 of these mem returning were membexs of ihe Ie T w., and,
m of them were empleyed wpon the %Neaiz during the mem;m
of 1918, “
In gompany vith Pive Chief Flors E@ah We Kam&& over
the Pirs Oreek fire end decidsd thet 1t wasg Wtimm uaea:mmf’
o vy w ms.mgmmh it bhut sgroed thet 50 man amﬂ.ﬁ bo waed
in ﬁmwmﬁmg it maadmg inte a beﬁy of heavy w&ax’ ‘along ths
:&eam River, Hewaver, weo were never abls % aame -mm men
snd the work was nbmﬁme%

~ There was 8¥4ll hopes of handling the Bimmen:
aw five and sinee the Lochss dxainege sarries apwm;m%m
me bi'i.lm;a feast of merchantable sew bimbor we &M&ad $s By
$6 extinzuish $hat flre and apmmsfmy BO mym were placed
. apm is. Ea& téza 53 man originally ocrdermd for t}sm fim heen



iooal men inatead af Is We W8 snd gone te the fire it would
have heen combrollad. . |
In the meantime 20 men weré secured from Missomls
by way of Lols Hot Springs for the Indien Pu 0. fire and ten
men obtained from the same place were transferrved from a
- 8mell £ire on the Eli Summit Distriet 4o the Indiem P. 0. Zire
and it was eventually exbinguished., On fuly 23 8% 9300 P M
" snother fire sterted on Fish Oreck and at 5 & m on July 25
covered 80 acres. The mak Creak ﬁmﬁa&g&, which 18 a part
of the Lochsa mmaga, cerried a considerable baﬂy ef;' Mte
pine, cedar and spruce fimber m& wo placed approximately BO
man upon the fire, most of mh were shipped from Miles City,
Monimna, A1l stteupts to control the five were Putile and She
- mem were evemtnally semt out $o0 avoid wndue expenditure of
Government fumds, | | |
On iugue® 4 two firyes wore located, oue on Pete King

~ Orsek and snother on Canyon Creek. These two fﬁmeﬁ_ threntened
the enbire lower Lochsa drsinage from the confluenece of the
 Selway end Leochse Rivers to Pish Creek, all of which is en ox-
tesdingly heavily timbered countyy carrying heavy stends of
ame, Zir and gedar, md is the moph aceossidle timber upon
the Porest. Three bunches of men wers oxdered for these o
fives from Spokene eni cemsigbed prineipally of I. We Wem ond
_thoir sympathisers. Eash one of these orews remsined 2t the
. woxk until the fire was prestically under cambrol and then e~
~ mended 14 hour pay for 12 hour work, or obther candibions ogually




a8 inpossible end left when they wers wrelfused., A bumﬁ e:é |
‘mon shipped from Miles City, Montans, were $ransferred o the
Gedars fires on Canyom Creek sand it was fsmleﬁely exbin-

| ghished afier ihe ayamts men had refused to work, m ?eae
King £ive apmaa over a lerge srea and was sbandoned ak@'m
Augn sh 28, end amfzﬂigien% men were retained %o protect the |
'aetmm along the Imam aza Belway Rivsm axd the trails and
ﬁ&ieyhm lines am the fprmiw travel rauwa. ‘

The fire on Fire Creek hed basked up mwa the Ridpge
and was sweeping around the fromt to the South iﬁ%‘?& the Selway
draimga in which there was ranging ahout w@a head of catile
and 15, %@ aiwap‘ E@m men wors Wﬁme& from Lhe Eete _
| ‘m end Bimewrieck ¥eadow fives to protect this 1ive sdock 4if
possible snd we have boen muceessful so far,

Vhen %the immimss avea d.ramad by the Mahaa E&var
eng 1%s mmmma ia eonsidered, the fact that it is ma‘&:ia-
~ally all heavily timbered, is & dwivable streem snd all . %itﬁber |
can be markebed, the expenditure of all funds made in that |

drelnage can readlly be ,?m*&ifiaé.‘ Had we logt every fire in
 the drainsge the econtimued expenditure up until Amm 20
would hardly have been juatified, but our suceess with five
fires arouni Bmwick Mendow, the Indtam P, O, Pfire and the i
Gedars fire om Canyon Creek, indicated thet the situsbien
eould be camtzollel 1f faken infime and the proper kind ef men
obtainel. The fallurve om the Pete King fire was the resuls of
I. W # setivities entirely aml can be comtributed to0 o other
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couse, since we had two walkouts whem the fire was practicslly
wder aen'&wiw Puarther, there is wary reason t9 believe
that the Codars and Pele King fiyes were of meezzaiary origin
and were set by mesn shipped in%ﬁ the loeality for Pfipe figk‘&*
ing purposes. This statement ia borne out by tha fast that
one of these tunckhes of men lesving the Cedexs fipe mtarted
ancther fire on thelir way ont which wes dlsesverad ami ax=

%.Ama‘&%amwwmaha& boen burmg fer
: awmz. fays and on whieh we hed been working six mn, 1o~
‘eated shout 1§ miles from the west boundary of the Poyest on § 3
'm south side of the w.am Fowk of the G‘Lmtw Eivw. was
ea&m by & heavy wing and driven across the ‘&mma upon %a
?ama‘k %z- & distanse of thres milss, Alsg awami fizes io~
wm in the Clesy amﬁc drainage slong the boundayy batwaen
the §afmay md Hezperse Povests were glving cmsideradle
- trauble and 40 men were secured Zor these fires, ma‘&wauy
2ll of which werve ak&@m& frem Wallgee, Idahe. m@mm z*a-
antwa were ohiained npon all of tiese ﬁmm

On Avgust 50 the Tahos fﬁ.ra was well wnder eontrol
enfd had been prevented from #presding Yo large areas of vals
uable timber onm Qlesr Oreek sumi along the south sids of the z
Kiddl e Pork River, and as%m smaller fives in the Mmr
Creek drainage had been controlled and axtmmiahm. maig _
fally justified all expendituves made for men shipped for thesp
fires since the entire Hlear Oreck dra: iage was threatencd and

-u”



iz e heqvily ’eimhere& aren a*aaﬁ.iﬁ.y aawasim' The m%aat&w




Ba That five prodtection must depend en4irely npon
ga‘ﬁw‘mm emfﬁly solected and upon the ground and a few
caprefully selscted local men, i o o s

8. The expamditure of large sums of money by shipe
ping in itinerant fire fighters snd inezperisnced men Mm'
alities and ﬁ'bher::@aaeéa is & waste of g‘wmm&ﬁ money end |
#honld be dlscontimied by the Farest Serviece st onca, espse~
ially i.a thie trme 0f I, We Wod and 'kh@i.r aymmthizwm 3

‘4. Tbat the Forest Sexvice must mbandom aamm .

inscoesnible and spevsely timbered arese end eonfines all their
'aﬁ%ﬁﬁ% e protecting rm&ily aeaasgszzw and valueble tim-
borad areas. . .
B. That they mst stkive to perfact some mahaniml

 somtrivance suck es the aeroplane snd patent chomleal oxbine

guishers in order that fires may 'iaa m&m more guiskly aw&.
 efZectively,

¢. Exporbs for fire prodeotion mmat be MWMM ab
the expemse of Silvieulture anil other theorista that ssunot
ﬁmwﬁ.m wntil the forests srs 'bhamugm.y and sﬂw‘cimly pro-
%ee%a. Lrom ﬁ.;ma.

7. ma every avallable area m‘k ¥e grazed to full
aamiag @apmwy t0 8id in Pire protecition even &% the WB
of wild game, sinee the fire deabtroys the very %hmg wmah we
are Besking to W@%ew by elosed arsas,

E. That 2 earafal systex of keeping closze aheek of |
; a:.l :tems*k users mﬁ r:&xi‘sm’a ammg the ﬁ.m amma ‘be ﬁew



 vieed end wigidly m%aimﬁ even 45 Bhe poins 02 haz*ring an7
~‘§~“a%ramgem frem aamm aress éuriﬁg aemin parﬁe&a.; mg ias .
s&a e:a the asmmpﬁ@n thet a hrge mmﬂmr af m:x* z@e& aa»
"'&:ﬂtaﬁm firea az*a mmzy stmaa Esy ma&mmlnw parﬁw
Lar vmg mz:iaymm% m 'Bhe aapaﬂity af ﬁra fightw :




