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T would like tc discu
the private landowners on
ragavds to the qccuisit on o
for "wilderness”
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r land by the Govevknent

T nave talked personally with four of the alx ownerse.
They are dublous of our stuted intentions to purchase their
jands ag finances permile hey feel that some aﬂrt of con-

demnation procsedurs will he used to force them to sell.

The cther two owners, Fae oml th and CGeorge Cagpe, hnave writ

letters questioning me but nave not indicated much coneerne
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The owners of HES 45685 (Selwey Toﬁg e) have subdivlided
a front portlon of thelr land into F-ascre lots for zle
at $1500.00 per lots One sale has been made but I foel
1+ 18 merely a move Lo sstablish an inflated land v lue
ghonld condemnation pr oceedures bs started. The former
owners of ioose “reek Ranches (I'Eo 457, 4538, and 78C
were going bto sell lots also. Slnce Jupug %9 this spring
by ’@nnetA Chris tar§a“ this zirnu be Ph nged. raul

)
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chpistman now owns HES &59. iis stated use of this ground
1g for a summer NOMse lOWSVET, in the past ne neas Wﬂﬁfiouu‘
gelliny lots and I fee trot this 1s his alm in retalnlng
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The ownars of the actlvel v operiting dude ranches
(Selway Lodge, Moose Creek Ranch, and Jim Renshaw) are
{mproving thelr faeilities for handling guests, Ricrarcson,
{;h‘ 4607 hﬂm a modern lodpe and barn Shd oy hgniug a packer
cowld handle QU“LQO persons in a hurfxn” seasone He has nob

onerated com.erclally the past & years
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I'he purchase nrice on these places 1s so hich and
the operating costs sc -reat that for a person to operate
them commercially as dude ranches 1s economically
unfeasible as demonstrated by the raplid change of wwners
at Moose Creek Ranche

I feel that the Iuture of these lands, if not
purchased by the forest Service, will develop in the
followling wavse “hey will be purchased by persons who are
financially independant and run »s a "hobby" or“club’with
a limited clientle, or they will he purchased and lots sold
to finance develiopment of bulldings and facilitles for a
resort colony. "he latter woull mean the establishment
of a "colony" at 2 or 3 places within the wilderness areas

Inquiriss were made in 1960 to each landownsr about
pogssible sale of his land to the Government. The only
answer wasg from George Case (EES 787) who was =1lichtly
interestec, ‘e sald he had turnec down $17,000.00 in
1957 for his 1L3 acres of land on which there are no
Improvement s lie other owners did not bother to ansgwer

the letters.
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